
Matthew Naber Teaching Philosophy 

As an art educator, I believe that art is the visual representation of the other subjects. 
What you learn in other disciplines will start up and drive your art. A culmination of all other 
learning shifted through an artistic transmission. Incorporating other subject matter into the art 
classroom is a great way to make student connections that reinforce all learning.      

           I believe a student in the art classroom creates and constructs their own education. As 
the teacher, I set the extreme bounds of the project so the student has some guidance. I then 
provide the initial spark idea and let the students start their creative engines. The young artists 
are encouraged to use prior education and experiences to shape the project within the 
guidelines I set. I understand that the creative process is always changing gears and evolving. 
The students may put a project aside to revise another and then ultimately move back to the 
most current. Some learners may want to focus on one project at a time and that would be 
allowed as well. This flexibility is what helps spark the student’s creativity and ultimate 
success. 

           My art classroom is a community space that is owned by everyone that uses it. 
Whomever uses the space is responsible for its care. If a student makes a mess they are 
wholly responsible for the cleanup. When I am part of the messy activities I will do my share to 
clean up the mess. This common responsibility ensures the classroom fires on all cylinders and 
runs as smoothly as possible. The supplies are to be used by any student or educator who 
wants to explore their artistic side. The longevity and upkeep of the supplies is also the 
responsibility of the users. As the teacher, I will make sure the students have every tool 
necessary to fully complete their art. 

           I align myself with the Big Idea art model teaching. The overall lessons to be learned by 
the students all relate back to a Big Idea that I and the curriculum deem important. Each 
planned unit has a Big Idea that encompasses all the activities and the unit Big Ideas build off 
each other. Each unit acts like a cylinder in an engine and together they all help create a 
smooth powerful learning experience. The young artists will take learning from each unit and 
reuse it throughout the other units. At the end of the semester they will have explored all the 
Big Ideas and mastered the topics taught. The students will learn about many past and current 
artists that are relevant to the styles and techniques that each activity is designed to teach. I 
always try to incorporate local or lessor know artists to show the students that becoming an 
artist is achievable. Using local or lessor known artists also increases the chances the artist 
would interact with the class in some way. The techniques and media I like to teach are 
modern and incorporate technology. Our world is always shifting and student’s interests are 
changing as well. Keeping the techniques and media current and aligned with the student’s 
interests will help preserve the students’ engagement and willingness to participate. 

           Overall, I think of the art room and supplies as a community space for students to 
construct their own learning based on past experiences and guidelines set by Big Ideas. 
Everything works as one cohesive entity designed to ensure success for all involved. A smooth 
vehicle of education swiftly moving towards student accomplishment. 


