
Matthew Naber Teacher Researcher 

The most obvious research I participate in is discipline based. I use this method to stay 
on top of my field. Searching for new artists, interesting techniques and modern media on the 
internet, in magazines and in videos in order to stay ahead of the curve. This helps me shift 
with the times and keep the students engaged throughout their entire learning career.  This 
kind of research is consciously done by the educator in an informal way. 

           The other kind of research I participate in is usually subconscious. This type is also the 
most important. While teaching I monitor all the gears turning in the classroom and 
conceptualize changes in order to improve the entirety of the classroom. This is teacher based 
classroom research and is usually done in an informal way. I had no idea I was participating in 
this type of research until after I was taught the concept of teachers as researchers. 

           Biographic factors that are important when conducting your classroom research. I 
understand that different student traits have many effects on the outcomes of the teacher 
research. What I feel is the biggest contributor to a change in a classrooms structure is socio-
economic shifts. Popularity and perceived student value can greatly effect a student’s 
behavior. Does the student believe they are a Mercedes or a Yugo? Taking these ideas into 
consideration when conducting and analyzing the research will help produce the best 
outcomes. Another important biographic factor in research is gender. Certain techniques or 
ideas in art will provide different sparks for students with differing genders. The variances in 
thinking, maturity and mindset could have a large impact on your teacher classroom research. 

           When I conduct research in my classroom I first must identify the problem or subject 
that needs to be changed into a different gear. What isn’t going as planned in my classroom? 
Once I have the misfire singled out I can then move forward to figuring out what changes to 
implement. I usually try a small change that is closely related to the problem. If one of my 
lessons is not being fully understood by a few students then I would slightly alter the lesson to 
better help those students. I would not want to completely reorganize the lesson because that 
could create the same problem with another group of students. The right mixture allows the 
spark to work quicker. I try small individual changes one at a time in order to track progress. If I 
were to try multiple changes at the same time then I would not understand which one was 
effective. I have successfully used this research style in my classroom. 

           Research, both conscious and subconsciously, is very important for teachers. This 
allows them to continue to stay ahead of the curve in their profession and be the most effective 
teachers possible. Thus, improving their students’ academic careers and efficiently conveying 
the bounty of knowledge they have stored onto the school community. 


